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About this Plan?

The plan is intended to be a dynamic document that provides basic guidelines and an overall vision for
the future of the community. It is comprehensive addresses many different issues facing the Town
today. Each section contains background information, a discussion of the current issues and needs, ant
recommended actions to address these needs.

It is recognized that planning for the future is a process which can best be done as a continuing activity,
and this Town Plan is a policy guideline that should change as the needs and desires of the community
change.

1. Overview of the Town of Maidstone(Current Town Plan) 2

Maidstone is a quiet, peaceful and healthy agricultural community located in Essex County, Vermont.
Comprised of 20,436 acres, it is bounded on the northeast by the Town of Brunswick, east by the
Connecticut River, and southwest by the Towns of Guildiradl Granby and west by the Unorganized
Town of Ferdinand.

The land along the Connecticut River is fine sandy loam and very productive land for hay, silage corn and
pasture. This area is subject to the overflow from the Connecticut River. Between the Connecticut River
bottomlands and the uplands is a stretchienf fertile soil great for potatoes and gardens. The uplands
are mostly mountainous and rocky; not being well adapted to cultivation, they are mostly wooded.

Maidstone has an abundant supply of surface water. In the northwest corner of town lies West Mountain
Pond, 1,235 feet above sea level; its outlet is West Mountain Brook, which runs eastward. Dutton Pond
is located in the center of town and has its @utldDutton Brook, which flows eastward to Cutler Mill
Brook. Stevenbés Pond is | ocated in the sout he:
Maidstone Lake, which lies in the southwest corner of the town, is 3 miles long and 1 miléWide.

ponds are basically undeveloped, Maidstone Lake has extensive camp development and is a populat
summer resort with an increasing number of yeand residences. Paul Stream flows through the
northwestern part.

Mai dstoneds most spectacul ar scenic Vviews, whi
Maidstone Hill, Bear Hill and Stoneham Mountain. Bear Hill, with an elevation of 1,765 feet is located
between Route 102 and the North Road. Many eanty §&attlements were first started here. Those who
wander to this high pinnacle may see a breathtaking view of the valley. There are splendid views from
Mai dstone Hil I, west to Maidstone Lake and east
include a number of caves.

The population of Maidstone has changed dramatically over the past 200 years. It seems to be rising agair
and unofficially the 2020 estimate is 211. The number of nonresidents fluctuates with the seasons.
According to the 2012 Maidstone Grand List theere 104 residential dwellings, 210 vacation homes, 8
mobile homes and 2 farms. There were 93 households in Maidstone in 2010 and the median age was 52.7

! Maidstone Town Plan 2 OAbdit, ThigiPlam) page 5
2 Maidstone TownPlan 201 6, ATopanesDO er vi ew
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Finally, according to the U.S. Census, the median household income was $19,107 in 1999 and $45,625 in
2012.

Mai dstone has no village, post office, school,
the neighboring towns for all these services.

1.1. History

1.1.1. Current Town Plan 3
There are many interesting aspects to Maidston
town in a | og house in 1786. This school stoo

1840 school statistics show that Maidstone had $ohool districts with four common schools totaling

90 pupils. The total operating cost was $534.76. There were nine teachers employed, one male and eigh
females. The average weekly salary including board was $3.13. The entire school income wés $422.5
and the total amount expended was $534.76. Mrs. Jennie K. Stanley was superintendent.

The first Town Clerk was Haines French. hkdped organize the town in 1788. James Lucas was the
moderator at the first Town Meeting in March, 1788.

The first physician was Dr. Cheney, who remained only a short time. Isaac Stevens owned the first tavern
and the first two stores were owned by Abraham Gile and Isaac Smith.

The defendants in the first lawsuit ever put on the docket in Essex County Court were James and Nancy
Lucas of Maidstone. This suit for slander was continued from the first term at Lunenburg to the second
term in 1801 at Brunswick where the plaintiffshdoand Anna Hugh obtained a verdict of $14.41 in
damages and $0.70 for costs. Elijah Foote of Guildhall was the lawyer for James and Nancy Lucas.

The first known suicide in Essex County took pl
was found in the Connecticut River. A jury brought in a verdict as to the cause and determined it had to
have been homesickness and discouragement. Qhe orst deaths in town was Jeremy Merrill who

was killed by a falling tree limb.

There used to be a Last Factory located on what used to be the old Drew place on the North Road. Lasts
were soles of shoes made mostly from rock maple. Most of the work was done by hand with saws. The
wood was split by hand finished with a drawshave.

Therewasanupndd own s awmi | | | ocated somewhere behind
did quite a business there and used the brook as a source of power with a water wheel to run the saw. £
ditch was dug in the vicinity of Stevens Pond alolwaed to fill with water, which was then released to
power the mill. This ditch would hold enough w
finish work and planing was done by hand. Many of the timbers in the old houses in townwrere sa
there.

3 Maidstone TownPlan 201 6, i A Brdpagés1lIdwn Hi story


https://maidstone-vt.org/wp-content/uploads/Town-Plan-2016.docx.pdf#page=11

By the old Howe farm (now Faybs), bet ween the
place where potato whiskey was made. Potatoes were crushed in something like a cider press. They
would boil and catch the steam through coal and lenitdown in a bottle. This would then ferment. In

those days, you could buy a jug of liquor in any store with no tax or license. This whiskey business ran
for some 49 years but went out before the railroad went through. Maidstone is now a dry town.

The Honorable John G. Beattie, a long time Maidstone resident born in 1891, stated that the townspeople
ofhisdayln scr at ched around in the dirt and raised a
was the most i mportant industry and thatods what

In the olden days, most every farm at one time or another would be the Keeper of the Pound. A pound
was a place where stray animals werekegtual | ' y some residentods barny.

Mr. Beattie was well informed about the schools of his day, his mother being a teacher who taught school
on Bear Hill in one room of a house called the Hawkins House. There were 17 pupils at the time and 15
or 20 families living in that area at the tim€here were three schools on the River Road at one time: one
near the old Booth house, one at McDadeds and c
the North Road near Allinds. As more fadtorlies
moved to accommodate pupils in that area.

When asking Mr. Beattie about his recollections of past town history, and in talking about old town
buildings and property, he stated that the first log house in town was built on the hill across the Beattie
house. When asked about how old he thoughhdise to be, he answerdd,Thi s house was
Jesse Hughes who was a Superior Judge. He died in 1839. His wife Dorcas died in 1837. Mr. Hughes
built this house but didnét | ive to e+]22yThei t |
upand down plank partitions .ar eMrc.h aBeaacttteire 6sst igcer ac
place in January 1842 and put on the ell part of the house and the flat roof.

Below what is now the McVetty property, across from the old Crown place, there used to be a blacksmith

shop. 't has probably been gone since the ear
Schoff place and the meadow across the roadédyitbr was known as the Schoff meadow. There also
used to be a | arge brick house near what i s now

George Taylor ran a post office that was located where Mr. Lamoureux now lives. The mail came and
went on the Main Central Railroad. It is said that in the hallway there were some 20 boxes at a time.

Il n 1902, ten people from Guildhaldl made arrangeé
first flat beyond the Beattiebs homestead. Thi
on weekends with a hor s:¢r was nmdingwackveat.there MthetimB.e at t i

Electricity first came to town when Col. Benton bought what is now the old Ford homestead (where
Knightds currently live). This would have been

The first cars in town wereemembered well by Mr. Beattie. He recalled i The f i r st C
hupmobil eso. Frank Curtis had one, I remember .
in low no matter how much juice he gave it. The older cars had more noise than power.



When Mr. Beattie was a I|little boy, h & mostly apermb e r
country. He remembers attending school in the McDade schoolhouse. A teacher by the name of Miss
Coyne walked night and morning to school across theserpagtom the North Road area.

Mr. Beattie also remembered the log drives that used to come through our area on the Connecticut River.
When asked if he ever took park in these drives, he commehtddays got around eatingome of the
baked beans and c ook Thedriveseatthmogh tketwaea Mdrcth anchthefiestoof
June. It would depend on how high the water was. They sometimes camped on the Lamoureux place,
near the old Sullivan place and Mr. Beat tdaeds |
good place for a camp. There would be two or thre@sige teams that would pull the logs in the river.
Some of the logs would get stranded on sandbars and meadows on their long ride to Massachusetts.

As for the original records of the town, it has been told that whoever had the field book in his possession
was crossing the river on the ice in the spring and lost it in the water. Thus not many early records can be
found. Our best records lie with opeople and their memories of the past. The few stone foundations
and markers that are left commemorate what our town has stood for. Our job now is to preserve and not
destroy what our town has stood for in the past and what it stands for now.

Notes from the Lake:

1 The Maidstone State Forest Lands were purchased in 1938 from the New HaiWpsimost
Lumber Company (predecessor of St. Regis Paper Company). Ten years later, St. Regis conveyed
a rightof-way to Route 102.

1 The first recorded timber harvest was in 1899 by the Connecticut Valley Lumber Company to
salvage wood during an outbreak of spruce budworm.

1 The Connecticut Valley Lumber Company during the period of 1915 to 1921 had log drives down
Paul Stream and the Connecticut River.

1 An early record shows that the Lake was stocked during the years 1885 and 1886 when 5,000
salmon were placed in the lake. During this period fish were shipped via rail to a point close to
the stocking site and then transported by horses to the receited.wa

1 In 2001 Maidstone State Park was placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Ours is a proud little town, proud of our past and proud of what we have become. Nowhere on earth can
one find more peace, beauty and splendor.

1.1.2. Maidstone, by Hon. Moody Rich, Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol 1 (1867)
(Archive.org), Images 10631083, Pages 1025045*

Maidstone was chartered by Gov. Wentworth, of New Hampshire, under George lll., Oct. 12, 1761 ;
bounded N. by Brunswick, S. by Guildhall, E. by Connecticut river, W. by GranbyFardinand;
containing, achartered, 25,000 acrés.

4Hemenway, Abby Mariayermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol 1 (1867) i Ma i d sHbno MoedyRich (Arghive.org),
Images 1063083, Pages 1025045
SHemenway f Ma i &errhoatmistorioal Gazetteer, Val Image 1063, Page 1025
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The grantees of Maidstone were all Connecticut men, and none of them ever became settlers of
the town, which proved a serious obstacle to its early settlement, as all who desired to purchase lands were
obliged to go to Connecticut or New York for that pase?®

In December, 1774, the proprietors allowed to Arthur and Thomas Wooster each 100 acres of land,
as a reward for beginning a settlement in Maidstone in 17KHcah Amy, John Sawyer, J. Sawyer, Jr.,
Deliverance Sawyer, Benj. Sawyer, Mr. Merrill, Enoch Hall, Benj .Whitcomb, John French, and Jeremy
Merrill, who had settled in said township and begun improvements, were each allowed 100..acres,
provided, they paid their proportion of taxes, and consented to hold the same under the proprietors and for
them,and that they continue their respective settlements and improvements from year to year at least 5
years. As above, we have the names of twelve settlers in town commencing in 1772, and prior to 1774,
besides the Col. Bailey whom the said committee is @dideict take the advice of, is supposed to be Ward
Bailey, who was one of the first settlers. There were others, of a still earlier date, of whose names we have
no record. One, Mr. Mardeen, lived near the small brook still bearing his name, which rundhacross
highway between Mr. Beattie's and Dr. Dewey's, probably as early as 1770. He might have been the first
mechanic in town, as he was basket maker. A son of his, born about 1770, weighing two and a half pounds
at birth, attained at full maturity to theny respectable weight of two hundred and some odd p&unds
perhaps was the first child born in tovin.

Messrs. David Gaskill, Abraham Gile, Benjamin Byron, John Hugh, E. Torrey, Jos. Wooster,
Reuben Hawkins and some others came into this town about the year 1780 %nd '81.

The Indians in this part of the country were of the St. Francis tribe in Canada. This country was
called by them " Coos," which signifies " The Pines." They had aftoai the territory of that tribe in
Canada, to the Penobscot river in Maine. After crossing the Memphremagog, they would take the Clyde
river, which would lead them to Island Pond, then cross to the Nulhegan river and down that to the
Connecticut, thencentthe upper Ammonoosuc, and up this river to some point in the present town of
Milan, N. H., where they crossed to the Androscoggin, thence down the last named river. On this trail they
passed through the settled portion of Maidstone, and were a sogreabénnoyance to the inhabitants.
During the Revolutionary war the Indians received $5 bounty for each captive alive, or scalp that was
taken by then?,

In 1786 Eben W. Judd surveyed and lotted the lands of the town, and the unsettled line between
Maidstone and Guildhall was established by his survey. He at first met with much opposition from the
settlers, who were jealous of their rights and fearful gteyuld he disturbed in their lots; but the matter
was finally amicably arranged, and the survey accepted by the unanimous vote of th& town.

In March, 1788, the towwas organized. James Lucas was moderator of the first town meeting,
and Hains French, first town clerk. In 1786 Messrs. John Rich, John Hugh and David Gaskill were
appointed a committee to alter the highway through the town, where they thought mosdgasasto
the public. The road was probably laid out sometime previbus.

The first public school in town was taught by Mrs. Amy, in 1786, in ehlmgse just east of the
present residence of J. W. Webb. The scholars came from the three towns of Maidstone, Guildhall and
Northumberland, N. H? ... The presenitl867] number of school districts in town are 7, and average time
of schooling in a year 5 months, except private schools in families ; number of scholars, 65. We have no

Ma i &/errhootiistorioal Gazetteer, V@l Image 1064, Page 1026
Ma i &/errhootiistorioal Gazetteer, V@l Image 1065, Page 1027
Ma i &/errhootiHistorioal Gazetteer, V@l Image 1066, Page 1028
Ma i &/errhootiistorioal Gazetteer, V@l Image 1066, Page 1028
Ma i &errmootiistorioal Gazetteer, Val Image 1067, Page 1029
Ma i &errmootiistorioal Gazetteer, Val Image 1068, Page 1030
Ma i &errmootiistorioal Gazetteer, Val Image 1067, Page 1029
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high school established here, but the fact that every farm through the town on the river has supported
children of its owner at some of the high schools of the country shows that the people are not entirely
indifferent to education and its objects.

MAIDSTONE LAKE.

This beautiful sheet of water is situated near the western boundary of the town. It is three miles in
length and one in width. Its waters are clear, deep and silvery, containing a species of trout called lunge.
In 1853 a dam was made at the outlet, andaiers raised 6 feet, affording the most desirable water
power. At the same time a samill wes erected by Mr. Norris, which has manufactured large quantities
of lumber, and is now in operation. This lake is surrounded entirely by a forest of pine, apduce
hemlock. On the eastern side of the lake, near the base of a &illaiee which is occasionally visited
by explorers of nature's wonders, some of whom have traversed its subterranean passage to the
distance of 200 feetThis portion of the town, of about five thousand acres, is very well adapted to
cultivation and improvement; is covered with pine, spruce and hemlock, interspersed with birch, cedar,
and rockmaple, and is watered by Paul stream, which has its risaamb§@rand Ferdinand ; runningst
and receiving the waters of the lake, finds its way through the corner of Brunswick, and empties into
Connecticut river. This stream embraces superiorpniMileges, and undoubtedly is not surpassed in
northern Vermont. In 1854 a large sawll was eected on this stream, in Maidstone, which annually
manufactures 2,000,000 feet of lumber, which goes over the Grand Trunk railway to Portland market.
Both the above mills are owned by the firm of Brown anidafsby

There ardin 1867]two smaller sawmills in town; one on the mill brook, built the past season on
the site of an old one useless from age, by Z. K. Washburn; the other, on a small brook on the farm of
James Flbansby, and is now owned by J.lemsby & Joseph Rich. The first samill in town was built
on this brook by Moody Rich, in 1828.

The village of Guildhall being near the line between that town and Maidstonepramodates
one as well as the other with mechanics' stores;qffise, church, &c., &c'®

Historic little Maidstone, birth place of heroes ..., located picturesquely up toward the highlands,
or upon the upper banks of the fair Connecticut, is, for loveliness of landscape, unsurpassed in all
Switzerlandlike New England. Beautiful Maidstoné

1.1.3 Maidstone Lakei History of Guildhall 18

... Maidstone Lake, Although seemingly foreign to the subject of this History, we cannot help
saying a few words about this beautiful lake, which is located so near our town. The lake is surrounded
entirely by forests of the most beautiful pine, sprucehardlock trees.

It is three miles long and one mile "wide. Its waters are clear, deep and silvery, containing a species
of trout called lunge. It is one of the lovely and romantic spots of the State. Near the easterly side of the
lake, and near the base of a hill is aeawhich is a most wonderful place. One can traverse its
subterraTiean passage for many hundred feet.

Ma i WerrhootmHistorioal Gazetteer, V| Image 1068, Page 1030
Ma i Werrhootmistorioal Gazetteer, V| Image 1081, Page 1043
Ma i WerrhootmHistorioal Gazetteer, V| Image 1081, Page 1043
1 Hemenway Ma i Wermootmistoridal Gazetteer, V| Image 1082, Page 1044
" Hemenway Ma i Wermootmistoridal Gazetteer, V| Image 1082, Page 1044
18 Benton, Everett Chamberlaia, History of Guildhall, Vt(1886),Page 135
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MAIDSTONE LAKE.

The Indian path fromMaineto Canadgasséd through the towns of Nithumberland, Maidstone,
Stratford and Brunswick. After leaving Lake Memphagpg. they wouldtake theClyde River which
wouldlead then to Island Pondthenacross to the Nulhegan River, following it to the Connecticut, thence
to theUpper Amonoosuc, andp thisriver tosome point in the preserdwn of Milan, N. H., where they
crossed to the Aftoscoggin, and folwed that river into Maine. It had been a common thoroughfare for
two orthree tribes of Indians, whespectively occupied these portions of countrgrfagreat many yars;
nor wasit abandoned until these Indian tribes had removed to other regions. Parties of Indians were almost

every weelpasing either ongvay or the other, andsahe settlenents here wer¢he only ones theynet,
it was very natural for them to calf.

1.2. Community Profile
1.1.3. Taxable Parcels
1.1.4. Other Parcels
1.1.5. Population Growth

Maidstone Total Population, 1792020

19 Benton, Everett Chamberlaia, History of Guildhall, Vt(1886),Page 175footnote.
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MAIDSTONE TOTAL POPULATION,-2020

1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 | 1860 | 1870 | 1890
125 152 177 166 236 271 237 259 254 198
1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 | 1970 | 1980 | 1990
206 75 171 12 396 981 78 94 100 131
2000 2010 2020
105 208 211

Maidstone and Adjacent Communitid2opulation Growth

POPULATION GROWQ #990- 2020

TOWN 1990 2000 2010 2020
Brunswick 92 107 112 88
Ferdinand 23 33 32 16
Granby 85 86 88 81
Guildhall 270 268 261 262
Maidstone 131 105 208 211
Stratford, NH 928 942 746 662
Northumberland, NH 2,495 2,438 2,288 2,126

Source:Years 1992010, Maidstone 2016 Town Plan citiddS. Census Burea¥iear 2020, U.S. Census Bureau

2. State Required Elements

2.1. A STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES , POLICIES , AND PROGRAMS 20 21

to guide the futur&éROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT Of land, public services, and facilities, andPtTECT
THE ENVIRONMENT .

Survey Summary?2 23
Likes and Dislikes

There were 142 responseslketadboguesltiivamgnd.n Whaa td
responses, the most popular (greater than 50%) were:
1. Beautiful place (132 respondents, 93%)

2024V.S.A.84382()(1) ARequired element 1.0

21 The Municipal Plan, State Planning Manudflodule 1 (April 2017, Vermont Department of Housing and Community
Devel opment (DHCD)) [Hereinafter ADHCD Pl anning Manual,
the Dif,Pege%nce?0

22 Maidstone Planning CommissioAn Open Meeting to Discuss the Updating aneaReption of the Maidstone Town
Plan, January 17, 2024.

23 Maidstone Planning Commissio®()23 Maidstone Town Survey Responses Regpuodstions 4 and.5
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2. Outdoor recreational opportunities (97 respondents, 68.3%)
3. Small town environment (96 respondents, 67.6%)
4. Large blocks of forest/farm land (88spondents, 62.7%)

There were 123 responsedislikeabquestionng55i nWMai d
responses, the thréghest dislikes were:

1. Taxes are high (72 respondents, 58.5%)

2. Far from medical services (57 respondents, 46.3%)

3. Not convenient to shopping and ... (39 respondents, 31.7%)

From the above, a general goal may be to maintain the characteristics that make Maidstone a beautiful
place, outdoor recreational opportunities, the small town environment and large blocks of forest/farm land
and to take steps to mitigate taxes.

Long term goals*

There were 137 responses to quetsdrmngaddlds fTdire WM
The goals with support over 50% were:

Protect forest land (125 respondents, 91.2%)

Protect lakes, ponds, rivers, & streams (125 respondents, 91.2%)

Protect agricultural land (117 respondents, 85.4%)

Protect wildlife habitats (116 respondents, 84.7%)

Protect the rights of landowners (113 respondents, 82.5%)

Protect wetlands (107 respondents, 78.1%)

Improve telecommunications (96 respondents, 70.1%)

Regulate large development projects (84 respondents, 61.3%)

N~ WNE

Survey Results

Maidstone in the future® 2> 2’

There were 136 r &3¥pabshauld Baidstane lpinghe futwshmegaid to

size of residential community and amount of business and indastn@f t hese, 75. 7% se
residentional community with LI MITED business a

There were 139 responses to question A8. Wh;
devel opment 20 Of these responses, 51.8% selecte
need only small and cl ean development. 0

There were 139 responses to question All. Wh
forest and agriculture?0 Of these responses, 7¢
l and in forest and agriculture. o

24 Maidstone Planning Commissia2()23 Maidstone Town SurvResponses Reppfuestion 14
25 Maidstone Planning Commissia®()23 Maidstone Town SurvBesponses Reppfuestion 7
26 Maidstone Planning Commissia®()23 Maidstone Town SurvBesponses Reppfuestion 8
27 Maidstone Planning Commissio®023 Maidstone Town SurvBesponses Repofuestion 11
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The Town should take steps to protect the Town frém

The number of responses to question Al15. The
is not stated, but an inspection of the chart shows overwhelming support for the Town taking steps to
protect the Town from (all the available optons):

1. Pollution of lakes, streams, and water supplies

2. Disappearance of forest lands

3. Disappearance of wildlifénabitat

4. Disappearance of natural and open areas

5. Disappearance of agricultural lands

6. [Protect against] Increasing presence of-native invasive species

There were 137 responses to question A19. F a

septic systems supporting homes on Maidstone lake parcels will and are degrading the quality of water in
Maidstone Lake. The Town should take steps to endisepic systems are properly designed, installed,

and maintained, and should seek financial assistance so that these failed systems may be fixed, if
required. o Of these responses, 71.5% of the res

State Planning Goal, Abstract:?°

In general, tiis the intent to encourage the appropriate development of all lands in a manner which will
promote the public health, safety against fire, floods, explosions, and other dangete promote
prosperity, comfort, access to adequate light and air, convenience, efficiency, economy, and general
welfare; to enable thenitigation of the burden of property taxes on agricultural, forest, and other
open lands to encouragappropriate architectural design; to encourage the development@&iewable
resouces, to protect residential, agricultural, and other areas from undue concentrations of
population and overcrowding of land and buildings from traffic congestion, from inadequate
parking and theinvasion of through traffic, and from thdoss of peace, quiet, and privagyand to
provide means and methods to plan forghevention, minimization, and future elimination of such
land development problems as may presently exist or which may be foresesrd to implement those
plans when and where appropriate.implementing any regulatory powtre townshall take care to
protect the constitutional right of the people to acquire, possess, and protect property

Regional Vision: 30

Vermont 6s rural traditions have been better pre
state.Respect for individual rights and a genuine neighborliness toward otherare values that
continue as part of the social fabric here. The physical landscape has essentially remained unchanged witt
compact village centers surrounded by working farms and productive forestdVhen one examines

local town plans throughout the region, one quickly gets the sensedkgpeople in this region prefer

gradual change over rapid growth Neverthelessnost Northeast Kingdom residents stand firmly

behind development that promotes job creation and sustained economic development.

28 Maidstone Planning Commissia®2()23 Maidstone Town SurvResponses Reppfuestion 15

29 Abstracted fronState Planning Go&4 V.S.A. § 4302 (af5eneral purposes

30 NVDA, Regional Plan for the Northeast Kingdd?81§ Image 8 of 302, Volume I, Regional Goals & Strategies, |I.
Regional Visionpages2-3.



https://maidstone-vt.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-MAIDSTONE-SURVEY-RESPONSES-REPORT.pdf#page=27
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04302
https://www.nvda.net/nvda-regional-plan/2018FullPlan.pdf#page=8

2.1.1. Statement of Land Uses
Current Town Plani Overall Vision Statement!

The small scale, rural lifestyle will be maintained. The farms will continue to be within the river floodplain
and the cottages and homes clustered around Maidstone Lake. Most of the other lakeshore and ponds wil
remain undeveloped. The economy willhtiaue to rely on extracting timber resources that are now
managed in a sustainable manner. New residential development will occur along previously established
roads and be concentrated on Route 102, North Road and Hall Road. Hunting and snowmobile camps
will increase in the forest area, however, access to these roads should be done in such a manner that wil
be safe and will not impede the smooth flow of traffic. The Town encourages private landowners to allow
access to their lands for recreational [pses.

2.1.2. Objectives
Current Town Plani Statement of Planning Goal¥

1. Maintain thescale, the traditions and the rural characterof Maidstone. Preserve those
gualities that make Maidstone an attractive community in which to live, work, and raise a family.

2. Maintain theagricultural lands that are essential to the overall objective of preservpen
space, scenic qualities and rural flavar

3. Preserve thanique natural areas and ecosystemsh at make up Mai dst onec
scenic landscape.

4. Recreational opportunitieson public lands should be maintained and encouraged on private
landsonly whenlandowners are willing to allow public access to their lands. Thak#ats
that provide opportunities fdunting, fishing, berry picking, hiking and so on needo be
carefullymonitored and protected

5. Encourageslow, orderly growth on the lands that are suited for development.

6. Promotesmall scale, decentralize@conomic developmentincluding homebased businesses,
that does not deruraleharactef.r om Mai dst oneods

7. Providehigh quality public services(i.e. roads, solid waste disposal while recognizing the
limitations of the property tax system

8. Protectprivate property valuesin the Town of Maidstone.

9. Pr ot ect \ateeresduocesn 0 s

10. Protect theights of landowners

11. Protect thdorests lands and agricultural landswithin the Town.

12.Provide for thgoroper maintenance of allroadsin Town.

31 Maidstone TownPlan 2016, #AOverall Visioppagthatement/ Proposed Le
32 Maidstone Town Plan 2 OStag&mentiof Planning Goalpages 5.


https://maidstone-vt.org/wp-content/uploads/Town-Plan-2016.docx.pdf#page=5
https://maidstone-vt.org/wp-content/uploads/Town-Plan-2016.docx.pdf#page=5

2.1.2.Policies

2.1.3.Programs

2.2. A LAND USE PLAN, 33 34

which shall consist of a map and statemengregent and prospective land ygbat:
(A) Indicates those areas proposedftoests, recreation, agriculture (using the agricultural lands
identification process establishedarv.S.A. 8 §, residence, commerce, industry, public and semi
public uses, and open spaces, areas reserved for flood pla#md areas identified by the State, the
regional planning commission, or the municipality that require special considerati@uuier
protection; for wetland protection; for the maintenance of forest blocks, wildlife habitat, and
habitat connectors; or for other conservationpurposes.

(B) Sets forth the present and prospective location, amount, intensity, and character of such land uses
and the appropriate timing or sequence of land development activities in relation to the provision of
necessary community facilities and service.

(C) Identifies those areas, if any, proposed for designation whdg@ter 76Aof this title, together

with, for each area proposed for designation, an explanation of how the designation would further the
pl anbdés goal s a n48020fthis titlg, and how the drea seets the reqairements for the
type of designation to be sought.

(D) Indicates those areas that are important as forest blocks and habitat connectors and plans for lanc
development in those areas to minimize forest fragmentation and promote the health, viability, and
ecological function of forests. A plan may includedfic policies to encourage the active management

of those areas for wildlife habitat, water quality, timber production, recreation, or other values or
functions identified by the municipality.

2.2.1. Land Use Areas3®

2.2.1.1.Current Town Plan- Proposed Land Us#&

The Planning Commission reports the traditional use of land, whether it is for timber harvesting,
recreation, agriculture, seasonal camps, residential living, home occupation, or small clean development.
This plan, in its entirety, functions as our larse yplan. It spells out a general direction in which we want

to proceed and identifies certain policies we want to encourage to help achieve our vision for the area.

Our zoning bylaws separate the town iste districts and we do not anticipate any major changes in
these. They arRural Lands 1, Rural Lands 2, Lake, Ponds, Forest and Agricultural

N

3824V.S.A.8438%a)(2y fARequired el ement 20
¥DHCD Pl anning Manual pagse@@ul e 1,
%24V.S.A8438%a)(2y fRequired el ement 2

36 Maidstone Town Plar2016,fiProposed Land Usipage 16

fiLand Use, O
. A0


https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/06/001/00008
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/24/076A
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04302
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04382
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Planning-Your-Towns-Future/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf#page=64
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04382
https://maidstone-vt.org/wp-content/uploads/Town-Plan-2016.docx.pdf#page=16

Some land use patterns are changing in Maidstone. In 1996, Champion Realty sold all the lots around
Maidstone Lake. Prior to that all the lots were leased and most remained as they were built 50 or 60 years
ago. Some cottages on the Lake are being cted/¢éo yearound homes or being winterized for more
frequent use (80% of the townds tax base comes
the fertile land along the Connecticut River is still being hayed. North Road has seen some@ubdivis
which means more seasonal and residential dwellings. Route 102 still has about the same number of
residential dwellings and commercial development.

In the future land use patterns will look very similar to the way they do today. In general, there will be
farmland along the Connecticut River, yearround residential dwellings and commercial
development along Route 102, seasonal and residential dwellings along North Road and increased
residential dwellings at Maidstone Lake The rest of the land will be used florestry, recreation,

natural habitat and other similar uses There are always exceptions to the rulejibgeneral current
patterns shouldcontinue.

The proposed land use map is also the current use map.

2.2.1.2 Transect/Character Zone¥

1. Conservation & Natural Hazard Areas: Natural, open, or environmentally sensitive land.

Purpose: Promote the protection of natural resources and compatible recreational uses while guiding
development away from important natural assets and ha#ards

West Mountain Wildlife Management Aréa

West Mountain Wildlife Management Area (WMA) is a 22,788e parcel of land owned by the State of
Vermont and managed by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department. Located in the towns of Maidstone,
Ferdinand and Brunswick, the WMA ranges north from Maidstbake to Route 105, and east from
South America Pond to the Connecticut River. Access is available along miles of dirt roads. Main entry
points are South America Pond Road off Route 105, and Maidstone Lake and Paul Stream Roads off
Route 102.

3" DHCD Planning Manual, Module fi Tr ansect / Char acpage66 Zones Mapping, o
DHCD Pl anning Manual, Module 1, #ATr amage&’t/ Character Z
®RARWest Mountain Wil dIAgehcg of NeduraRgssuneegertmonARisk & WVikillife Departmers

Lands and Habitats > State Lands and State Managed Laatsireast Region WMAsCaledonia, Essex & Orleans Counties

> West Mountain



https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Planning-Your-Towns-Future/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf#page=68
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Planning-Your-Towns-Future/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf#page=69
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/conserve/lands-and-habitats/state-lands-and-state-managed-lands/northeast-region-wmas-caledonia-essex-orleans-counties
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/wma/maps/West%20Mountain.pdf

West Mountaln W|Id||fe Management Area

[:] West Mountain WMA

# [ ]silvio Conte NWR

[:] Private Timberlands
Contour line (100 foot)

=4 .y == Class A road
| === Other roads
=== \VJELCO Powerline

| Town Boundary

, : N
Created by Doug Morin 0 |
Vermont Fish & Wildiife Department I | |
April 2014 1| R ‘
For planning purposes only. Not survey accurate.




Maidstone Bends protected land*

Permanent protection from conversion, no interference Designated as a Nature
Reserve/Preserve/Sanctuary under the stewardship of The Nature Conservancy

Using the map abovgroceeding top to bottom, left to right, the fo@arcel contaia 68 acresthe next
parcel contains 79 acres, the next parcel (which abuts the previous and is shaped litie)adomtains
154 acres and the |l ast fparcelo (the!two | owest

Private Conserved Land, Vermont Land Trust Easéfment

Private conserved land, containing 1,846 acres.

40 Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Natural Resources Atlas, Ruobtettands (2018),
(https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/afrab

41vermont Fish & Wildlife, WMA Locator App, YT Fish & Wildlife, WMA Locator App.

42Vermont Fish & Wildlife, WMA Locator Applinfo (VT Fish & Wildlife, WMA Locator App.



https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
https://arcg.is/1aKjqP
https://arcg.is/1aKjqP

2. Working Lands/Rural: Agricultural, forested, and spasstfiedlands as well as earth
resourceextraction areas.

Purpose: Promote protection of the working landscape and support agricultural, forestry, and earth
resourcerelated enterprises, avoiding fragmentation of land and loss of resources and incompatible
development and activitie.

3. Suburban:Lowdensity, primarily residential areas, typically located at the fringes of
densersettlementsor within commutingdistance.

Purpose: Accommodate existing lowlensity residential development and provide bike and pedestrian
transportation options if feasibfé.

4. Neighborhood:Mediumdensity, mixeduse developmentthat is primarily residential,
typicallylocatedwithin walkingdistance of a downtown or village center.

5. Center(Village& Downtown):Highestdensityareasof a city or town that includeavariety
of usesandbuildingtypes.

6. Special: Areas for largealecivic,institutional, and industrial uses.

2.2.1.3.Maidstone Current Land Use Districts

Transecpgage€Gh ar acter Z (
Trrmogeb@ct / Character Z«

“DHCD Pl anning Manual, Modul e 1,
“DHCD Pl anning Manual, Modul e 1,

ot I


https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Planning-Your-Towns-Future/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf#page=70
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Planning-Your-Towns-Future/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf#page=71






































































































































































































































































